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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
7/12/2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

4. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Okamoto (US-5.559,298). 

Regarding claim 1, Okamoto teaches a tone generator system (Fig. 1 [17]) which 
generates at least one musical tone in response to a channel by using a program 
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number (Col. 4 lines 12-16 "tone generation parameter") based on tone color changing 
instruction data designating a tone color of the corresponding channel which is stored in 
predetermined timing before a sounding instruction data, the tone color changing 
instruction data including a channel number and a corresponding program number, and 
the sounding instruction data including the channel number, (Col. 4 lines 28-31 and Fig. 
6) comprising: 

a first waveform storage that stores compressed wavefomi data, each of the 
stored compressed waveform data being readable based on the corresponding program 
number; (Fig. 1 [12]) 

a second waveform storage; (Fig, 1 [13]) 

a supplying section that supplied the tone color changing instruction data derived 
from musical composition data to be reproduced, and then supplies the sounding 
instruction data derived from the musical composition data to be reproduced; (Col. 5 
lines 7-13 and Fig. 1 [20]) 

a decoder that is responsive to the tone color changing instruction data supplied 
from said supplying section, for reading out from said first waveform storage the 
compressed waveform data based on the program number included in the supplied tone 
color changing instruction data, for decoding the readout compressed waveform data 
into waveform data in a pulse code modulation format (Col. 4 lines 41-45), and for 
storing the decoded waveform data in the pulse code modulation format into said 
second wavefomi storage, each of the stored decoded wavefomi data being readable 
based on the corresponding channel number; (Col. 5 lines 7-13 and Fig. 1 [21]) and 
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a tone generator section (Fig. 1 [17]) that is responsive to the sounding 
instruction data supplied from said supplying section, for reading out from said second 
waveform storage the waveform data in the pulse code modulation fonnation, based on 
the channel number included in the supplied sounding instruction data, and for 
generating musical tones based on the readout waveform data in the pulse code 
modulation format. (Col. 3 line 51 through Col. 5 line 16) 

Regarding claim 3, Okamoto teaches a tone generator system according to claim 
1 , wherein said second waveform storage is capable of storing waveform data inputted 
by a user. (Col. 4 lines 17-22 and Fig. 1 [13, 14, 15. 16 & 21]) 

Regarding claim 4, Okamoto teaches the decoder is capable of decoding 
compressed audio stream data inputted from an external device. (Col. 4 lines 17-22, 
41-45 and Fig. 1 [16]) 

Regarding claims 5, the limitations of claim 5 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 6, the limitations of claim 6 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 7, the limitations of claim 7 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 8, the limitations of claim 8 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 9, the limitations of claim 9 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 3. 
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Regarding claim 10, the limitations of claim 10 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 11, Okamoto teaches a tone generator system (Fig. 1 [17]) 
which generates at least one musical tone in response to a channel by using a program 
number (Col. 4 lines 12-16 "tone generation parameter") based on tone color changing 
instruction data designating a tone color of the corresponding channel which is stored in 
predetermined timing before a sounding instruction data, the tone color changing 
instruction data including a channel number and a corresponding program number, and 
the sounding instruction data including the channel number, (Col. 4 lines 28-31 and Fig. 
6) comprising: 

a first waveform storage that stores compressed waveform data, each of the 
stored compressed waveform data being readable based on the corresponding program 
number; (Fig. 1 [12]) 

a second waveform storage; (Fig. 1 [13]) 

a supplying section that supplied the tone color changing instruction data derived 
from musical composition data to be reproduced, and then supplies the sounding 
instruction data derived from the musical composition data to be reproduced; (Col. 5 
lines 7-13 and Fig. 1 [20]) 

a decoder that is responsive to the tone color changing instruction data supplied 
from said supplying section, for reading out from said first waveform storage the 
compressed waveform data based on the program number included in the supplied tone 
color changing instruction data, for decoding the readout compressed wavefomi data 
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into wavefonn data in a pulse code modulation fomiat (Col. 4 lines 41-45) based on the 
tone color changing instruction data (Col. 4 lines 12-60), and for storing the decoded 
wavefonn data in the pulse code modulation format into said second waveform storage, 
each of the stored decoded waveform data being readable based on the corresponding 
channel number; (Col. 5 lines 7-13 and Fig. 1 [21]) and 

a tone generator section (Fig. 1 [17]) that is responsive to the sounding 
instruction data supplied from said supplying section, for reading out from said second 
waveform storage the waveform data in the pulse code modulation fomiation, based on 
the channel number included in the supplied sounding instruction data, and for 
generating musical tones based on the readout waveform data In the pulse code 
modulation format. (Col. 3 line 51 through Col. 5 line 16) 

Regarding claim 12, the limitations of claim 12 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 1 1 . 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew C. Sams whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 



Application/Control Number: 10/005,309 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2617 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571)272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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LESTER G. KINCAID 
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